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CHAPTER XV.

THE ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE.

Tue Civil Courts in the district are the District Court, the Subordi- CHAP. XV.
nate Judge’s Court at Mangalore and six District Munsifs’ Courts. Crviz
The jurisdictions of the Subozdinate Judge and of the Digtrict J,USTmm
Munsifs are as follows :— -Courts.

Names of Courts. Names of revenune taluks comp_rised within the
jurisdiction of each Court. .

Sub-Court, Mangalore ... | Ordinary jurisdiction : the whole district. -

Small €ause jurisdiciion : the whole of the Man-
galore Munsifi, 2] méganés in the Karkal Mun-
sifi and 2 méganés in the Kasaragdd Munsifi.

Mangalore Munsif o | Five méganés of the reverue taluk of Kdsaragéd,
’ and the revenne taluk of Mangalore, except—
(a) the eastern portion conmstmg of 16 mé-
ganés,
“(b) the northern portion lying to the north
of the Sashittal river, and
(c) the village of Kallamundkér in Mnrnad
ao*ané
Kasaragod do. ...]1 The revenme taluk of Kasaragsd except (a) the 5
miganés included in the Mangalore Munsifi and
4 others included in the Puttur Munsifi, (8) 15
villages of the Vittal mdgané, and (¢) the Tehwa-
ramangal division of the Nettanige migané.

Udipi do. ...| Neatly all ihe western portion of the revenue
taluk of Udipi,

Coondapoor do. °  ...| The whole of the revenue taluk of Coondapoor
. and a portion of the Udipi taluk.

Karkal - do. ... | The northern portion of the Mangalore taluk lying
to the north of the Sashittal river, and the vil-
Jlage of Kallamundkfr in Murnid mégané; most
of the eastern portion of the Mangalore taluk
comprising 12 out of the 16 méganés excluded -
from the Mangalore Munsifi; a p01t10n of the
Udipi taluk; and the Mulﬁr magand in the
Uppinangadi taluk. '

Pultfr - do. ...1 The whole -of the Uppinangadi taluk except the
' Mujér méagané included in the Kérkal Munsifi;
4 miganés of the Mangalore taluk; and a por-
tion of the Késaragdd taluk.
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Village Munsifs are empowered, under the .Madras Village
Courts Act of 1888, to try petty suits in which the value of the
property involved does not execed Bs. 20 ; formerly the pecuniar
limit was Rs. 10. o :

The Collector and his Divisional officers exereise eivil powers
ander Regulation VI of 1831 and the Kent Recovery Act of
1865.

The subjoined statement shows the number of civil suits insti-
tuted in each of the last five years: -

S?éfgﬂ? si?tds. Small causes. Villagre Courts.
Year.
Number. Yalue. Number. Value. Number. | Value. |
| RS. | RS. RS. -

1888 - ... 2,251 7,75,359 © 2813 1,12742 816 |
1880 . .. 2,321 8,36,96é - 2,5:30 L 1,12,490 671 ;
1830 2,367 | 8,98,846 ' 2,563 | 1,065,030 | 847 E
1891 .| 2345| 830362 | 2,553 107,686 | ° 787 ks
1892 ...| * 2,338 | 11,00,987 2,794 | 1,25,976 | 591 |
AVERAGE ... 2,324 | 8,88,105 2,623 | 1,12785 742

There is less tendency to lidigation in South Canara than in
the presidency as a whole. In the latter one suit is filed, on an aver-
age, for every 151 inhabitants, but in South Canara it is only one
for every 186. The bulk of the suits are decided by the District
Munsifs. As regards ordimary jurisdiction the.average annual
institutions are, for the Distriet Court 8, for Sub-Judge’s Court
45, for the Revenue Courts 26, for Village Courts 742 and for
District Munsifs’ Courts 2,2¢45. Small eause work is done entirely
by the Sub-Judge and the District Munsifs, the institutions being
346 and 2,277 per annum respeetively.

The annexed statement gives the details of the value of these
suits. The bulk of them are for money or movables. The value’
of the subject-matter in the great majority of the suits is less

than Rs. 100, and there are extremely few in which it exeecds
Rs, 500, :



Statement showing the number and value of Suits instituted in the several Courts of South Canare District in the years 1888-92.

Ordinary and Summary Suits. 8mall Causes.
o2
. S . Not exceeding
Clags of Court. Year. Not exceeding Rupees &Eg g £ Total. Rupees Total.
ISR=RE=I-] -
278 2 -
€l o
50 100 | 500 t 1,000 2,500 | 5,000 | 10,000|1,00,000 5’:‘1 ;'H No. | Value. | 50 [100{500} No. | Value.
]
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 111121 13 14 15 | 18171 18 19
’ RS, RS,
(] 1888 . . . 3| -3
District | 11889 . 1 . . . 1 4 6 | 11,444
Judge’s 411890 . 1 1 " . 6 8 1,157 .
Couxrt, 111891 . 4 . 1 2 1 & 12 | 17,821
| 1892 . . . 18 13
AVERAGE. 1 1 o 6 8 6,044
(11888 . . " 20 14 51 ... 1 40 | 228,121 | 11111911 802 | 46,073
Subordinate | | 1889 . - .. 29 8 8. . 45 | 295,084 166|177 | 343 | 47,926
Judge’s 41890 . . ’ 1 23 14 6 ... 44 | 327,568 1621164| 326 | 44,780
Court. 1891 . 37 7 2 .. 46 | 268,034 148 | 175 823 | 44,986
1892 37 9 5|1 52 |553,588 196 [ 238| 484 | 62,066
AVERAGE. 29 11 b 45 [8384,479 | ... [157|189| 846 | 49,166
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Statement showing the number and value of Swits instituted in the several Courts of South Canara District in the years 1888-92—cont.

Ordinary and Summary Suits.

Small Causes,

' : = ine
Class of Court. | Year, Not exceeding Rupees 3 é el Total. NOtRolf;gggmf’ Total.
W @
E2|E &
2| @
50 | 100 | 500 | 1,000 2,500| 5,000 |10,000] 1,00,000 éc"* S| No. | Value. | 50 |100|500| No. | Value.
1 2 8 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 |11{12] 13 14 15 |16 (17| 18 19
RS, , RS,
[]1888 343 | 833 973 181 118 .. | .. 30 | 2,173 | 543,593 | 2,043 {268] ... |2,311 | 66,669
Distriot Mun. ! | 1889 264 | 686 | 98| 190| o .. | 17 12,236 1527475 (2,100 {147 ... 12,247 | 64,564
sifs Courtn, | 1890 284 | 667 (1,002 | 205| 101 33 12,292 |668,849 2,077 1601 ... |2,287 | 60,250
*1 (1891 289 1 665 [L,000 ] 185 91| .. | .. 82 12,262 | 542,186 | 2,067 [168| ... {2,230 | 62,700
L] 1802 256 | 652 1,028 | 187 | 1| ... | .- 46 | 2,260 {545,879 (2,205 |155] ... |2.360 | 63.010
Avemace.| 28Y | 641 | 998 100 ov| .. | .. 32 2,245 | 545,596 | 2,098 179 2,217 | 63,619
'J'lsss | 24 7 8 .. 1 851 1,645 "
1889 . 21 6 6 1 34 | 2,966 . .
Rerenio 1890 7] .. N B PO R O O OO O e .
’ [11801 .. 12 6 70 . o bl 25| 2o .
L] 1892, .., 4 3 6| .. 13 | 1,520 “
AVERAGE. 18 4 [ s 26 1,985

961
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During the last five years there were on an average 433 re-
gular appeals and 72 miscellaneous appeals. The average annual
disposals were 409 regular appeals and 74 of the others. At the
end of 1887, there were 174 appeals pending and 206 at the end of
the following year ; but at the close of 1892 the number was no loss
than 349. In 1892 the average duration of an uncontested appeal
was 208 days and of a contested appoal 263 days; in 1888 the
figutes were 109 and 161 days respectively -The average annual
number of appeals to the High Court is 10 for first and 74 for
second appeals, There were {b second appeals in 1892,

The marginal statement shows that these courts more than pay

to between Rs. 36,000 and
Rs. 38,000, and miscellaneous court fees give about Rs. 10,000.
The charges are practically all for salaries.

The highest criminal court in the district now is that of the
Sessions Judge, who holdsa sessions once & month for the trial of
grave charges, hears appeals from the decisions of magistrates of
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their way, the average

o _ annual  surplus  being
Year. Receipts. | Charges. | Surplus. neaﬂy 3 quaﬁ or of a lakh
of ril'pees. There are, how-

S . ES. RS. ES. ever, certain items on the
1888 .| 1,26968  1,06808%) - 20165 expenditure side, such as
1889 .| 1,33402 | 100,747 82,655 | pensions, which are mot
1890 ... 1,323,095 1,09,048 24,047 ' jpcluded in the chargeas.
1891 ... 1,830,504 1,14,289 16,215 Rather more than  half
1892 .| 1,37,321| 1,12)798 24,528 | the annual income is de- -
Averser. | 1,32,258 | 108737 | 23521 | rived ‘from institution
fees, process fees amount

CRIMINAYL

JUSTICE.
Criminal
Courts.

the first class and has certain powers of supervision in respect of

all the subordinate criminal courts. ~ The real work of supervision,
however, vests in the District Magistrate, an office always held by
the: Collector. The revenue divisional officers are always magis-
trates of the first class and their eriminal jurisdiction is eo-extensive
with their revenue sub-divisions. These are the sub-divisional
magistrates of the Criminal Proeedure Code., The bulk of the
original eriminal work is dene by m‘mglstrates of the second or third
clags,

The average number of cases instituted in criminal courts of
all classes during each of the past five .years i1s 3,961, and of this
number 38,376 were instituted in the courts of the subordinate
stipendiary magistrates, 384 before benches or special magistrates,
152 hefore magistrates of the first class, 21 before the District
Magistrate.and 28 were trials at the sessions.

Work of the
Courts.
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The poreentage of persons convicted among persons brought to
Percentase of trial in each kind of court during

Class of t. : . .
ass of cour eonvietion.  the five years ending 1892 13 shown

Court of Sessgion ve 44720 . . . -

District Magistrate ... 2105 in the marginal table. The cases
Assistant Magistrates ... 2045 that come before the benches and
Deputy Magistrates .., 8255 : .

Subordinate Magistrates,  33-01 special magistrates are for the most
Benches ., .. 4186 part petty nuisance cases, and the
Special Magistrates ~,,. 9412

percentage- convietion is natarally
bigh. Of the regular courts, the Subordinate Magistrates, who try
the bulk of the cases, show a low percentage of convictions. Taking
all: courts together 33:65 per cent. or one in three of the persons
charged were convieted. For all the courts of the presidency
outside Madras the percentage for the same period was 39-72.

The average annual number of appeals to first-class magistrates
and to the Court of Session is only 121 and 17 respectively. The
ratio of persons who actually appeal to those on whom appealable
sentences were passed by the subordinate magistracy is 11-46
per cont. and the corresponding ratio in the case of first-class
magistrates is 56-08 per cent.” It is only natural that the latter
ratio should be the higher, for the offences tried by such magistrates
are more serious and the sentences of ecourse more severe, For the
presidency, as a whole, the ratio of actual to possible appellants was
46-98 per cent, in the case of persons convieted by first-class
magistrates, and 10-10 per cent. in the case of those dealt with by
sub-magistrates, so there is in South Canara a slightly greater
tendency to appeal than is found in most distriets. Of appellants
from decisions of first-class magistrates 2180 per cent. were wholly
and 16'569 per cent. were partially successful ; the corresponding

" figures for the whole presidency are 1991 and 1270 per cent.

Putting it in another way, of persons on whom appealable sentences
were passed by first-class magistrates, 12-17 per cent. succeeded in
gotting their convietions reversed and 926 per cent. got the
sentence or order modified in some way; in the case of the re-

"maining 7857 per cent. the Magistrate’s decision and sentence

were not interfered with. For the presidency, as a whole, on the
other hand, only 9-14 per cent. of the persons convicted were wholly
and 5°83 per cent. partially successful. Turning mnext to the
appellants from the decisions of sub-magistrates, 42-64 per cent. of
those who actually appealed were wholly, and 951 per cent.
partially, successful. Of those’on whom appealable sentences were
passed, 4-79 per cent. got the decision reversed and 1-07 per cent.
obtained some modification of the sentence or order; the correspond-
ing figures for the presidency are 8:33 and 0'88 per cent.

The average annual receipts of the eriminal courts of South
Canara during the five years 1888-92 amounted to Rs. 20,971, -
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Fines yielded Rs. 14,823 and court-fees Rs. 5,888, The average
annual charges during the same period were Rs. 50,017, go that the
net cost of the courts, excluding charges for pensions and other
indireet items, is Rs. 29,046 a year, 7

The judicial work done by Village Magistrates ig trifling. The
average number of cases filed before them in‘cach of the last five
vears is only 742, although the number of petty cases must be far
larger than this. The number of village magistrates who actually

try cases is only about 82 in any one year, so that each man,

disposes on an average of about nine cases.

The present police force consists of one Superintendent, whose
head-quarters are at Mangalore, 10 inspectors, and 532 constables.
There is one police officer to every 7-3 square miles and every
1,985 of the population ; or if wetake only the force employed on
ordinary police duties, there is one to every 96 square miles and
2,595 inhabitants. The corresponding figures for the whole presi-
deney are 84 square miles and 2,112 inhabitants. The total cost
of the police amounted in 1892 to Rs. 1,01,189 or one anna and
seven ples per head of the population of the district. Al the
constables are armed with batous, 243 are provided with fire-arms
and 295 with swords. All the officers and 404 of the 527 men
can read and write. '

The work of the police, as shown by the subjoined stahstlcs of
detection, is good :

Percentace of Percentage of persons| Percentage of
e convicted among property re-
Year cases detected. . those accused. covered.

South | Presi- South Presi. South | Presi-

Ceanara. | dency. | Canara. dency. | Canara.| dency.

1888 40-3 31-3 138 278 8342 18:9
1889 352 326 150 285 296 218
1890 42-1 352 193 29-6 500 255
1891 30-1 329 188 303 348 21-3
1892 e 34-2 35°5 192 3072 257 227

The foregoing statistics relate to all cognizable offences under

- the Penal Code except nui-
Percentage detected.
_ sances. 'The percentage of
Crime. South Presi- detection is high in some
Canara. | dency. of the grave crimes, but the
Murder ... ... 405 281 detection of robberies is
Dacoity ... " 100:G 309
v breniting Pt son | poor. The total value. of
Robbery ... — .. 264 422 property lost through erime
Cattle theft ... 471 AT4 :
Catile thef o i during the last five years
amounted to Rs. 1,260,528,

of which property valued at Rs, 43,801 was recovered.
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This gives an annual income of Rs. 16,545 to the criminal
clagsos, but thie value of propﬂrty as repmted to the pohce is
probably exaggerated.

The subjoined statement shows the amount of crime occurring
in the district in each of the five years ending with 1892 :

f Offiences under the
Penal Gode. Offences
. under
Year. - | special Total.
’ Crave and local
crime, Others. lasvs.

1888 e e e 476 1,641 985 3,102
15889 421 1,287 1,777 3,685
1890 - . 362 1,344 2,218 3,924
1891 374 1,453, 2,662 4,488
1892 v e 409 | 1,295 3,004 4,708

AVERAGE ... 408 | 1444 2,129 3,981

The amount of grave crime was appreciably less at the end
than at the beginning of the quinguennium. The number of other
offences under the Indian Penal Code also shows a considerable
decrease, while the offences under special and local laws, i.e., chiefly
breaches of the excise, forest and municipal laws, have more than
trebled during the last five years, 'The ratio of crime to population
is lower in SBouth Canara.than in the presidency generally. Taking
all cases together, there was in South Canara one offence per
annum to every 264 inhabitants, while for the presidency the ratio
is 1 to 155. For grave crime alone, the ratios are 1 to 2,588 for
South Canara and 1 to 1,754 inhabitants for the presidency ; for
other offences under the Penal Code it was 1 to 731 for South
Canara against 1 to 441 for all distriets together ; and for offences
under spemal and local laws 1 to 496 in Souﬁh Canara and 1 to 277

in the whole province.

Statistics of the more important erimes are given below :

Crime. 1888, 1889. 1890. 1891. { 1892.
Muorder ... 11 10 4 i1
Dacoity ... e 1 er o1
Rabbery ... 5 6 4 9
House-breaking ... 86 58 5 71
Cattle ... 13 10 13 23

Theft {Ordinary T 1es 191 259 | 236 254

The figures vary so much from year to year that no useful infer-
ences can be drawn from them. .
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The average annual number of suicides and- aceidental deaths
during the last five

Number of suicides and aleidental deaths, 1888-92. years was 487 of

Canse of death, | Total. Males. Fam‘a.les. these -307 were ,ma'les

and 180 were females.

Suieid ads 08 14 This gives a propor-
uicide 145 . <.

Drowning ... ....| 1,208 647 561 . tion of one d'_ea’th .tO

Efﬂd beasts... ... 18 17 1 every 2;169 inhabit-
inakes ag2 211 111 .

Other causes ~ ... 540 459 81 antsf the ratio fo,r the

T o290 : presidency as a whole

OTAL ... 43 1,537 . 8§99 beiﬂg 1' tO 3 142

Some of the suicides
are ascribed to the state of mind produced by severe pain, others
to ill-treatment at the hands of their relatives, and others again are
due to qaite trivial causes. In 1892 a lad aged 14 years hanged

himself because he was rebuked for not properly reciting the Védas.

Drowning is the favpurite method of suicide with females, nearly
50 per cent. having adopted this mode of terminating their life.
Hanging is also largely resorted to, for about a third of the total

‘namber of suicides are effested in this way, In the case of males,
79 per cent. of the deaths were due to hangmg, while 15 per ceut.
drowned themselves.

As the manunfacture, sale and possession of arms and ammuni-

tion are controlled by the magistracy and the police, the subject
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will be noticed in this chapter. No native of India is permitted.

by law to Ppossess arms without a license, but in numerous instances,

the provisions of the law are neglected through ignorance. In -
South Canara, however, the Act has been" diligently enforeed .

during recent years with the result that the  nwmber of ordinary
licenses to possess arms and ammunition and fo go out armed has.

inereased” from 1,422.in 1888 to 1,800 in 1892. One person in -
every 319 of the populatlon has a license, while for the pres1denoy :

as a whole the ratio is only one in every 670. ‘Registration is

" probably now fairly complete ‘The number of arms and ammuni- .
tion shpps was 54 in 1892, and of thése 41 were licensed for .

manufacture as wel] as for gale. These shops are inspected.once a
quarter and the stock checked with the sale registers, In this way
an effective control is exercised over the sale of gun-powder,
sulphur and arms, and any unusual activity for the demand for
them can be promptly investigated.

The prisons of the district consist of one district jail, and eight
submdlary jails for the confinement of under-trial and short-term
prisoners. Prisoners sentenced to a longer term than one year are
. usually sent to Cannanore-or one of the other large central prisons,

II, ) cc

Jarns.
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CEAP. XV. The number of convicts in the disérict jail ha.s steadily risen
Jas.  during the last five years and in 1892 the ayerage daily strength
Districs Was about 100. In 1888 it was only 62:90, but in 1880, on the
jail. “other hand, it was 180-34. The total gross expenditure was
" Rs. 7,526 in 1892, but the convicts earned Rs. 261, so the net cost.
‘was Rs. 7,265. - The average net cost to Government for the last
five years was Rs. 6,990, During the same period, the average
annual cost of a prisoner in the Mangalore district jail has always
been higher than the average for all district jails in the pr351deney _
In 1889 the cost was Rs. 109-12-0, but a great, saving, was .
* effected in 1890 and the averawe cost per head in 1891 was only
Rs. 72-10-0.

The vital statistios show that the death-ra,*e fluctuates a good
X deal. The highest rate ‘was 70'90 per mille in 1889, while the
P Jowest was 80:95 in 1891. It cannot be concluded from these’
' -ﬁgures that the district }a,xl is unhealthy, for the total number of
prisoners confined: in it is very small and the addition of even ohe
or two to thie number of deaths would 90n51derab1y enhance the
death-rate. :
Subsidiary Tt is only conviets whose sentences do mot exceed one month
Jails, . who undergo their complete term in subsidiary jails; but persons
under trial are largely eonfined in these prisons and other convicts,
and even oivil prisomers, are occasionally lodged im them fempo-
_ rarily while on their way to the larger jails. The average-daily
strength of the conviets in subsidiax‘y jails was 8:99in 1892, and
the average number of under-trial prisoners eonfined therein was
"927. The average annual expenditure on these jails is about Rs. -
629, The cost per hedd during the past three years has been
lower in South Canara than in the presidency as-a whole. In 1892,
the rate was Rs. 41-4-8 m South Canara as against Rs. 55-14-6
in the province as a whole. There are practically no earnings in
_subsidiary jails, as the pnsoners are for the most part employed n
keepmg the ]aﬂ premises elean




